i 

oy bs, _— * 
92 Tc oe: . K. 
1 9 2 
„ 2 
" 


#L ht * 
5 +" 4 


ry 


* g „e 
4 . . & " , 5 ” > 4 - i4, 
Os o » g v q f 

_— = a 5 jo . ? > 4. 
72 gh > +, 8 G * N. uo i 3X 5 4 
F 2 


by __ 
„ 


8 


— 


. l 2 -, 


1 


"a 2 2 | 


Ge * 


"TY 


„„ * 
* «; ” 
* 


[DOCTRINE 


Of the PEOPLE called 


aK ENS 


3 In Relation to \ 
Bearing Armsand Fighting; 
Extracted from the Wokks of a Learned, 
and _ , Writer of that Perſuaſion. 
| ce to God in the Higheſ, and, on Earth Peace; 
og Will towards os. Luke ii. 14. 
„„ 4 


Pe and Sold by T. Sowi B Rarrron 
and Luxz Hinvs, at the Bible in George- 
Lombard feet, 1746. 
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TE E M; lakes f ; concerni ning » 
-Sentiments of Others, are e lle ö 
ng of . vulgar Cenſure. 


So that Innocence i: 2 when miſfepre- 1 
ſented, ſtands expoſed to the blind Wee . 4 
of 28 Prejudice. Y „ '- PEIRY 


7 * is the Conſequence of taking Men's 
Belief upon Truſt, at ſecond Hand, and | 
not from”. themſelves, : who have the -only fl 
N 70 nabe and d explain it. NOI) 4 


By which Means, eat of Men's real 
Belief, is exhubited to the World what others 17 
| cqneewe to be ſo. 2 


Hence it has often bappertd, that Perſons | 4 
Y an acute and active Genius have been jo 6 
A #4 Mg 


| 7 
IN 4 


| 5 1 ; 1 RF $5 # * 9 5 CY 
a : { per pf '. OY 
| „ The r EAR 
f N 3 ; 


far miſled as to employ both their . gues 
and Pens in confuting Opinions, which hos 
who have been Hag a ie. em, never held. A 


| * the Courſe -of my Corverſation' EY 
Reading, I have 2 mes obſervd the 
Quakers repreſented as agngerous 10 Deicty, 4 
and Enemies to Government, becauſe of 
100 Refufing 70 bear Arms and F ._; 


* * 


"This Suggeſtion of Banger from a Princi. ; 
ple of P=.ce ; and of, Deſtruction rom 4 
rofefſion of Hurting no Man, - on 
AI to me 4 Paradox. N ks 5 


He that would form a eight vage in on. 
this Point, ought to ſearch the W tees. of 
the Quakets Shengehues. | "IL 

In my Enquiry, Twas diretel 4 a Die 
courſe on this Subject, in the Works of One 
of their Early Writers, which J read with 
much Satisfaction; the Author's Style and 
Manner of Writing carrying with it, in my. 
. Apprehenſion, a moſt acceptable Mixture f 
Chriſtian gh it and plid Re. 
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The PREP A CE. 8 


* Name 7 i Writer iu kene 
N San of Buckingham 
| ſhire} Whoſe patient Suffering for the Prin- 
clples he profeſs d bas 4 a is Evi- I 
dence- of Were. n 


That what be bas written is the real 
Doctrine of the Quakers, we have the higheſt 
Reahn to believe, from the concurring Te 7. i- 
monies of diverſe Eminent Men of that So- | 
ciety, Pound to his. Works, 


| That the Reader may have a general Idea 
of this Author's Character, I ſhall tranſcribe . 
a few Lines from ſome of theſe Te eſttmonies. f 


Ve He was, ſays W1LLIAM Penn, well | A 
« deſtended as to his worldly Parentage, 1 
* and born Heir to a fair Inheritance; 1 
te his Education was ſuitable to his Quality 9 
% among Men, having all the Advantag es 1 
the Schools and Univerfities of his own |! 
“ Country could give him, joyn'd with 
the Converſation of Seine of the know- 
-< ingeſt and conſiderableſt Men of his own t 
„Time. But his natural Abilities, tie 
« Gifts of his CREATOR, they excelled ; | 
He was a Man quick in Apprehenſion, 

| % fruitful 


£c 


The P R E FAC E, 


fruitful in Conception, and of 4 oy 
Wit and Intelligence ; all adorned wit 

an extraordinary Mildneſs ; that as 
other Men are wont to ſhow their Preg- 
nancy by Sharpneſs, he manifeſted his 


by an engagi ng Saertmeſs,” 


e He was a Man, ſays 3 Jod Es, 
wholly devoted in his Heart to ſerve the 
Lord his God; yea, I am perſwaded, 


it was his Delight to do his Will: I 


have had Knowledge of him near 
Twenty Years, eſpecially in Suffering, 

for it pleaſed the Lord ſo to order it, 
that our Lot fell together in Priſon ſe 
veral Times, and I may fay, it was well 
it was ſo, for he being made willing by 
the Power of God, that did attend him, 
to ſuffer with great Patience; Cheer- 
fulneſs, Contentedneſs, and true Nobi- 
lity of Spirit, he was a good Example 
to me and others: I do not remember 
that ever I ſaw him caſt down or de- 
jected in his Spirit, in the Time of his 


_ cloſe Confinement, nor ſpeak hardly of 


thoſe who perſecuted him, for he was 
of that Temper as to love Enemies, and 


to do Good to thoſe that hated him, 
" having 


C“ 
The PR E FACE. w 


he * 2 receiv d a Meaſure of that Virtus 


from Chriſt his Maſter, who 79 55 
40 him ſo to o do.” i 


« He was, ſays Tronas — na- 
wa turally furniſhed with a ſharp and ex- 
« cellent Wit, and that well cultivated 
% and poliſhed, with an ingenuous and 
« liberal Education: His Diſpoſition was 
ce courteous and affable, free from Pride 
« and Affectation. His ordinary Dif- 
« courſe cheerful and pleaſant, neither 
moroſe nor light, but innocently ſweet, 
and temper'd with ſuch a ſerious Gravi- 


ty, as render d his Converſation both 
« gelightful and profitable.” | 


.cc 
cc 


£c 


I have cited theſe Paſſages, to ſhow 4 
Eſtimation and —.— his Friends had for 
him: And as to his inward Senſe of the 
Work of Religion, and the Extent of bis 
Love to Mankind in general, they are beft 
expreſt in his own M. ords, VIZ, 


« am a Lover of Mankind i in general, | 
and have been a deep Sufferer with, 
* and Traveller for all the Miſerable. 


None knows the Path of my Sottows, 
8 * or 


LL 


vi The PRE FACE. 


f the Extent of my Bowels; but he 
ee that made me. It is not natural or 
« kindly to me to upbraid any Man with 
« any kind of Wickedneſs, or never fo 
< juſtly deſerved Mifery ; but my Bowels 


te work concerning him towards the Spring 
ce of eternal Power and Compaſſions, even 


« ag I would be pitied and repreſented 
.<_ to the Father of Mercies in the like 
Condition. Indeed J have been emptied 
<« from Veſſel to Veſſel, and toſſed with 
* Multitudes of Storms and Tempeſts, 
yet the Savour of my Life remaineth 
with me to this Day, and the Spirit of 
* my God breatheth on my Heart, bleſſed 
1 nis holy Name for ever. And tho' 
« J walk with one Sort of People, becauſe 
* my Heart faith, (yea, the Spirit of the 
« Eternal God hath witneſſed unto me, 
ec and ſhewn me in that Light which can- 
« not deceive, . and to that Eye which 
ec cannot be deceived) that they are the 
& People whom he hath choſen, out of 
« all the Gatherings ( throughout the 
Earth) from the Apoſtacy, to manifeſt 
* his Power in, and his Preſence among: 
* ILRy, though I have been guided ant 
* 3 the Spirit of the Lord to walk 


8 2 among 


Mw, 0 


cd 


_— 
ou 


GN mins 


be PREFACE is 


« among theſe, yet am I not bounded 


there, either in the Love or in tha Unity 
« of my Heart; but I have Unity with 


« js in others, of what Sort or Gathering 
e ſoever ; and I have tender Bowels: — 


. « all, even for thoſe which hate and 


by ſecute that which is my Life, 7. bach 
* the Love of my Heart or ever,” ®.. 


cakes tranſcendent Tave Was PA EASY * 
his Life, which ran parallel with his e 


both. being, innocent . Laub. lile. N 


| Th. Nature of Sheep! and. Pa we 
hnow, rs the Scriptural E mblem no Chelan 
Si mplicity and Innocence. .. 94 


- 2. 


Chriſt himſe H is called tbe Lamb of. God, 


and be deſignates his, Followers by the Tegle of 


his Sheep, and his Lambs: Bebpldz: \ ſarth 
he, I ſend yau. forth as Lambs, àm among 
Wolves. The Nature of Lambs 16 ngt. to 
fight: Te imagine an Army c, Sheep Fly 
count ring the Wolves, ar tag Armies of 
Lambs worrying. and delroying one anotber, 
wa *. a AE in TOW Ye, a 
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| + Works, Part I. pag. 401. 
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The PREFACE 


Nor would it be leſs ſo in Chriſtianity, if 
* Profeſſors were indeed what they pretend 


to be, the Sheep of Chriſt, ' Followers of him 


who if the <p of Peace, and led by his 


| Spirit into that State of Univerſal Peace 
— Love, which hrs Goſ) ſpel rene | 


b 


We Phicep ts of Chriſt are adapted Re: 


hop the Ne of Man to that Lamb-like 


Diſpoſition, and primitive Innocence, wherein 
he was at firſt created; in ahh State, 


Death and Deſtruction had no Place: 


Wherefore: they greatly err, uo aſeribe' to 


the Nature of Man any Inclination to hurt 


one another ; which arifes only from the Na- 
ture 'of Sin, and is the Effect Mor's s 


Wickedneſs and Degeneracy. l 


On this Poi nt, the Author of the Book, 


antituled. The- Wiſdom of SOLOMON, ex- 


cellently expreſſes himſelf. Seek not, ſays be, 
Death in the Error of your Life, and pull 


not upon your ſelves Deſtruction with the 
Work of your Hands: For God made not 


Death, neither hath he Pleaſure in the 
Deſtruction of the Living : For'he created 
all Things, that they might have- their 


Being: And the e ys of che World 


were 


—P at” i. ve 


The PREFACE 41 


were healthful, and there is no Poiſon of 
Deſtruction in them, nor the Kingdom 
of Death upon the Earth: For Righte- 
ouſneſs is immortal. But ungodly Men 
with their Works and Words call it to 
them. Wiſdom i. 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. And 


again, God created Man to be immortal, 
and made him to be an Image of his own 


Eternity, Nevertheleſs, through Envy o of 
the Devil, came Death into the World; 
and they that do hold of his Side do find! it. 
Cap. ii. 2 3, 24. | 


The following Di four Was penn about 


3 tbe Year 1661, ſoon after the Reſtoration of 


King Charles the Second, when the Quakers 
had. many Enemies endeavouri ng to incenſe 
the King and his Miniſters againſt them, as 
Perſons dangerous to the Government, and 
unworthy its Protection. 


This appears to me to have been our Au- 
thor's Inducement to write on this Subjefs, 
and to place the Quakers real Belief on this 
Head in ſo clear a Light. 


T nom recommend what be has wwrit to the 
Reader s ſerious Pg and wiſh him the 
like 


At. Tes PREFACE. 


Be. .Sadisfuftion, which 1 my fol Ay 
in readin me © - 


| Tthink he hath moſt Jubciofldifinguites 

betwixt the Office of 4 Magiſtrate, in ”> 
preſent State of Things; and the Duty 

true Chriſtian, in fiuterbiy * 
attain 76 that mire perfect State of the | 
Goſpel, wherein the End e Chriſt's Coming 
will be fully anſevered, to the putting an End 

to Sin: Aal where §in is not, Wars and 
NY _ td cee . 
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DOCTRINE 


0 the People call'd Quakers, 


In Relation to 


Bearing Arms and F ishting 4 


— — 


21 


Somewhat ſpoken t to a 2 Weighty 3 „ 
concerning the Magiſtrates Protection of 4 
the Innocent, wherein is held forth the 

Bleſſing and Peace, which Nations ought 
to wait for, and embrace in theſe latter 


Days. 
Queſt... ;THEther the Mogifr ate ie 
Ri ighteouſneſs and Equity 
*, 0 to defend ſuch, 
who (by the Peaceablengſs and Love which. 
ad bath wrought in their Spirits, and by 
. Law of Lit Ve, Mercy, Good-w1 Il, and 


F orgivendje, 


* 


14 The Doctrine of the QUAKERS 


Forgiveneſs, which God by his own Finger 

bath written in their Hearts) are taken of. 

from Fighting, and cannot uſe a Weapon de- 
ſtructive to any Creature to defend bim? 


Anſiv. Magiſtracy was intended by God 
for the Defence of the People, not only of 
thoſe who have Ability and can Fight for 
them, but of ſuch alſo who cannot, or are 
forbidden by the Love and Law of God 
written in their Hearts ſo to do. Thus 

Women, Children, Sick Perſons, Aged Per- 
ſons, and alſo Prieſts in Nations (who have 
Ability to Fight, but are exempted by their 
Function, which is not equivalent to the 
Exemption which God makes by the Law 
of his Spirit in the Heart) have the Benefit 
of the Law and of the Magiſtrates Pro- 
tection, without Fighting for the Defence 
of either. And is it not moſt righteous 
and equal, that Fighting, which came in 
by the Fall, ſhould come to an End in 
ſuch, whom God draws out of the Fall ; 
and that Magiſtrates (who have Power giv- 
en them to rule by God, and ought to 
rule under him) ſhould not require Fight- 
ing of them, whom the Lord of Lords 
hath redeemed out of the Fighting Nature, 


and 


Concerning Wars and Fighting, 15 


and choſen to be as Examples of Meekneſs 
and Peaceableneſs in the Places where they 
live? How can he Fight with Creatures 


in whom is Love and Good-will towards 


thoſe Creatures, and whoſe Bowels are 
rowling over them, becauſe of their Wan- 
drings in the Luſts, in the Strife, and in 
the Wars? Fighting is not luitable to a 
| Goſpel Spirit, but to the Spirit of the 
-World and the Children thereof. The 
Fighting in the Goſpel is turned in- 
ward againſt the Luſts, and not outward 
againſt the Creatures. There is to be a 
Time, when Nation ſhall not liſt up Sword 
againſt Nation, neither ſhall they learn Mar 
any more.* When the Power of the Goipel 
ſpreads over the whole Earth, thus ſhall it 
be throughout the Earth ; and where the 
Power of the Spirit takes hold of and over- 
m_— 8 Heart at preſent, thus will it 
be at preſent with that Heart. This 


bleſſed State, which ſhall be brought forth 


in the General in Gude Seaſon, muſt be- 
gin in Particulars; and they therein are 


not prejudicial to the World, (nor would be 
ſo looked upon, if the right Eye in Man 


were but open to ſee with) but Emblems 
of that bleſſed State, which the God of 


* Ia, ii. 4. 


Glory 
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Glory bath ptomiſed to ſet yp in the 
Morld in the Days of the Goſpel. And 
gh by this Means, there may ſeem to 
be a Weakning of the Strength of the 
Magiſtrate, and of the Defence of that 
Nation, wherein-God cauſeth the Virtue 
and Power of his Truth to ſpread in the 
Hearts of People; yet in truth it is not 
| do, but a gteat Strengthning. For if Righ- 
teouſneſs be the Strength of a Nation, and 
the Seed of God the Support of the Earth, 
then where Righteouſneſs is brought forth, 
and where the Seed of God ſprings up and 
flouriſheth, that Nation grows ſtrong; and 
inſtead of the Arms and Strength of Man, 
the Eternal Strength overſpreads that Na- 
tion, and that Wiſdom ſprings up in the 
Spirits of Men, which is better than Wea- 
pons of War; and the Wiſdom which is 
from above, is pure and peaceable, and 
teacheth to make Peace, and to remove 
the Cauſe of Contentions and Wars, and 
uniteth:the Heart to the Lord in waiting 
upon him for Counſel, Strength, and Pre- 
ſervation in this State, who brought into 
it. Now, is not this much better and ſafer, 
than the preſent Eſtate of Things in the 
World)? Firſt, To have the Cauſe of Wars 
Xp!) removed, 


Cynrerning Wars and Fighting: 
removed, and a ſweet, peaceable, ri 
Spirit in the Stead thereof ? Secondly, To 


have à peaceable and a righteous. Genera 
tion (whom the Lord hath made and pre- 


ſerved ſo) breathing to the Lord: for Peace, 


Good and Profperity to the Nation, and 
Magiſtrates thereof, and to ſtretch forth 
his Arm to be 2 Defence about them ? 


gaged by his Power to defend that Power 
and Magiſtracy, which" defends Righteouſ- 
neſs in general, and particularly his People 
in their Obedience unto him, whom it is 
moſt righteons for them to obey, and for 
the Magiſtrate (Who claims his Rule and 
ae under God) to protect tliem in? 
Were not this much better both for 
ſtrates and People, thin the preſent Eſtate? 
O that bat were awakened in 8 which 
Ta rightly diſoern and judge & 25598) 


O8 But this * Utopian Sue or a 
World in the Moor: Is it” 


e Imi be Aab a State her on Earth? 


Ano. I. When the Principleiol God, 
weh lies hid in the Hearts of Men (over 
Which the corrupt Nature hath grown, and 


„en 


„ - 


„ rare — 
_ . 


Thirdly, To have the God of Heaven er 


'thaf ever 


— — 
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upon which the Spirit of Darkneſs in Men 
tramples) ſhall be raiſed and come into 
Dominion; Righteouſneſs, Peace and 
Good-will ſhall ſpring up as naturally a- 
mong Men, as Wars, Strifes, Diviſions, 
Emulations, Heart-burnings, &c. now do. 


II. There is a Promiſe of ſuch à State, 
*J/ hen the Lion ſhall eat Straw like the Ox, 
and lie dun with the Lamb; when the 
Eartb ſhall be filled with the Knowledge of 
the Lord, as the Waters cover the Sea, and 
nothing ſhall hurt or deſtroy upon God's holy 
Mountain ; but the Nations, who have been 
full of War, ſhall throw away their Wea- 
pons, become ſubject to the Spirit bf Pee 
and Righteouſneſs, and learn War no 
more: When the Wiſdom of the Wiſe, 
and Strength of the Strong, ſhall be broken 
in Pieces, and the little Child ſhall play on 
the Hole of the Aſp, and at the Cocka- 
trice's Den, and lead all. As certainly as 
the Lord God is true, ſo this muſt; be in 
the Lord's Seaſon: And will it not be 
happy when it comes to paſs? Who would 
hinder it? Who would ftrive to keep the 
old Heavens and the old Earth ſtanding, 
which muſt be diſſolved, before the new 
| Heavens 
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Heavens and the new Earth (wherein 


dwells eee can be formed and 
Eg fortn? 


III. This State w was in a fair Forwardneſs 
once, before the univerſal Apoſtacy from 
that Truth and Power which God had 
ſown in the Earth, upon the breathing of 
and ſending forth his Spirit among his Diſ- 
ciples, according to his Promiſe. Precious 
was that Seed, great the Growth of it, the 
Woman (or true Church) full of Beauty 
and Glory, and brought forth the Man- 
child, which was to rule all Nations; but 
it hath pleaſed the Lord to adjourn that 
Day till after the Night of A poſlacy,, © 
catching up the Man-child to . and 
cauſing the Woman to flie into the Wil- 
derneſs, where ſhe hath been hid ever ſince 
from all but the inward Eye of the inward 
Iftael: And the World in the Heatheni/b 
Nature hath been crying up Holy Church, 
Holy Church, to her who bath 'fate upon 
tlie Beaſt, and been drunk with the Blood 
oft the Martyrs of Jeſus : But the tender 
Spouſe, the Lamb's Wife, the Mother of 
all the Lambs, hath been baniſhed from 
the Fart, and a = bloody Ins e 

| et 


De Doctrine of the Quarers 
ſet over all the Tender-conſcienced ever 
ſince. * O woful! woful hath been the 
State of the true Church, and of all the 
Children of Truth, all this datk Night of 
Apoſtacy, but the Lord is putting an.End 
to it. And though this falſe Woman ſeem 
to be recovering Ground, and ſetting her 
Feet over the Necks of the Lambs again, 
and begins to think ſhe ſhall prevail, and 
fit as a Lady and Queen over the Conſcien- 
ces of God's Heritage for ever; yet ſhe 
ſhall find, that ſtrong is the Lord God who 
hath begun to judge her, and into the Sea 
which ſhe raiſeth ſhall ſhe fink like a Stone, 
and her Fall ſhall, be great and ſpeedy, for 


<> 


"even in one Day {hall her Miſery overtake 


and devour her. 

IV. Aſter this long Night of Aae, 
the Lord hath begun to make ſome Prepa- 
rations towards this State again. He hath 
opened his Treaſuries, he hath let forth the 
Power of his Truth, he hath poured down 
of his Spirit to ſanctifie and gather a People 
unto himſelf, he hath opened the Principle 
of Life in the Hearts of many, and in a 
great meaſure drawn them into it, who 
_ fo far as they are renewed thereby, (and 
found there) are made 5 pure, 
meek, 
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meek, gentle, innocent, | upright-hearted, - 
and tender-conſcienced, both towards God 
and Man. And thou gh Multitudes of Re- 
”— have been caſt upon them, yet the 
Lord bath pleaſed to cauſe their Innocency 
.and Integrity: to ſhine, to the wiping of 
them off in a great degree, and will in due 
Time bring forth their Righteouſneſs as 
the Light, and their Judgment as the 
Noon-day. And what remains toward the 
carrying on of this Work, but the Lord's 
proſpering of this Principle, and blowing 
upon the other? As the Lord doth this, 
ſo will it go on, and the Nations, Kings, 
Princes, great Ones, as this Principle is 
raiſed in them, and the contrary Wiſdom, 
the Earthly Policy, (which undoes 8 . 
. brought down ſo will they feel the Bleſ- 
ſing of God in themſelves, and become a 
| Blefling to others. O that there were an 
Ear to hear! For this is the qnly Way of 1 
healing this Nation, (which hath been ſo 
grievoully, torn) as will be acknowledged 
hen woful Experience makes it manifeſt. 
But Man in Proſperity cannot hear ; and 
that enforceth from the Lord (by the turn- 
. ing of his Hand) the bringing upon him 
"IG Yay of his Adverſity, which FO he 
b. ave 
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22 The Doctrine of the QUAKERS * 
have hearkened in the Day of his Profpe- 


rity, might have been eſcaped: For God 
doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the 


Children of Men; he is neceſſitated to do 
it for his own Glory s Sake, the Preſerva- 
tion and Defence of his Truth and 1 g 


and for the carrying on of his Work. 
Object. But if al Mem were of this 


Mind, and none would fight; Suppoſe a Na- 


tion ſhould be invaded, would not the Land 
of N. eceſſity be Ruined ? 


Anfw, Firſt, When ever ſuch a Thing 
ſhall be brought forth in the World, 15 
muſt have a Beginning before it can grow 
and be perfected. And where ſhould it 
begin, but in ſome Particulars in a Nation, 
and fo. ſpread. by Degrees, until it hath 
overſpread the Nation, and then from Na- 
tion to Nation, until the Whole Earth be 


leavened? Therefore whoever deſtres to ſee 
this lovely State brought forth in the gene- 
ral, if he would further his own Deſire, 


muſt cheriſh it in the Particular. And 0 
that Men would not ſpend their Strength, 
and hazard the Loſs of all, in cheriſhing 


Pretences and Names of Chriſtianity; —— 


would 


Ss 


„ 4 


Qnterning Wars and Fighting. 23 
would pray to the Lord at length to open 


that Eye in them, which can fee the Love- 
lineſt of the Truth, Power, and Virtue of 


\Chriftianity, that they might cheriſn that 
'Tenderneſs of Conſcience, wherein the 
TruTH grows and ſprings up in its Virtue 
and Power. And then perhaps they would 
ſoon acknowledge the Happineis of the 
World to depend upon the Growth of that 
Principle, and of that People; who are now 
deſpiſed by the World, and cannot but be 


ſo, by the Spirit and Wiſdom of the World, 
which lies in Wäckedneſs, they being 


drawn out of, and teſtifying againſt it. 


II. It is not for a Nation (coming into 
the Goſpel Life and Principle) to take 


Care before-hand Hoy they ſhall be pre- 


ſerved; but the Goſpel will teach a Nati- 
on, (if they hearken to it) as well as: a 
particular Perſon, to truſt the Lord, and 
to wait on him for Preſervation. Ifgael of 
old ſtood not by their Strength and Wiſſ 
dom, and Preparations againſt their Ene- 
mies, but in Quietneſs and Confidence, 
-2andi/waiting on the Lord for Direction, 
Iſa. xxx. 15.) And ſhall not ſuch now, 

who are true Iſulites, and d 
113 


We indaed 


To, 


\ 


55 attained to the true Goſpel State, follow 
the Lord into the peaceable Life and Spirit 
of the Goſpel, unleſs they ſee by rational 
Demonſtration before - hand, how they 
ſhall be preſerved therein? I ſpeak not 
this againſt any Magiſtrates or Peoples de- 
fending themſelves againſt Foreign 
ons, or making Uſe of the Sword to ſup- 
preſs the violent and Evil-doers within 
their Borders: (for this the preſent Eſtate 
of Things may and doth require, and a 
great Bletiing will attend the Sword, where 
| it is born uprightly to that End, and its 
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on him in his Fear to have the Edge of it 
- rightly directed:) But yet there is a better 


ſome into, and which Nations are to ex- 
pect and travel towards. Vea, it is far 
better to know the Lord to be the Defen- 


Need of his Strength, Wiſdom, and Pre- 
ſervation, tha be never ſo ſtrong and 


nors, to want fitting Inſttuments under 
them for the managing thereof, who wait 


State, which the Lord hath already brought 


der, and ta wait on him daily, and fee the 


Uſſe will be honourable: And while there 
/ is Need of a Sword, the Lord will not 
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III. If the Lord God ſhall undertake 
a Defence of a Nation by his Spirit and 
Power, What can hurt that Nation ? 
What Power of Man reach it, to diſturb . 
Egyptians.are Men, 
and not GOD, and their Horſes Fleſh, and 
not SPIRIT, Ja. xxxi. 3. What could 
Sennacherib with his Army do againſt one 
Angel in the Time of the Law? * How 
many of his Hoſt were ſlain in one Night? 
And what Power then ſhall be able to pre- 
vail oyer a Nation brought into the peace- 
able Spirit of the Goſpel, ' and defended 
tires by the mighty Power of God him- 


ſelf ? Will not God be as ſure a Defence 


over the True Hrael, in the Way and Diſ- 


gr! wherein he leadeth them, as ever 


e was over the Repreſentative 1/ ael, in 
the Way and Diſpenſation wherein he led 
them? Will he not preſerve and defend 
that Nation, whom be firſt teacheth to 
leave off War, that they ſhall not be made 
a Prey of, while he is — iber Na- 
tions the ſame Leſſon? | 


God promiſed Nele &7 old, Bi 3 


they eat up Thrice iisne Year to a 
OY before the: Lord, * cording to his 


Gamen 
14 * xix. 93 
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Command, he would keep 
Hearts of the Nations from ſo much a8 
dgſiring their Land, much more from en- 
tering and taking it from them in tlie 
mean Time, though they might - ſeem 
watchful after, and ſufficiently. greedy. of 
ſuch an Opportunity, they being caſt out 
of the Land, and having had it taken from 
them before, Exod; xxxiv. 24. The Lord 


alſo can now keep it out of the Hearts of 


the Nations, from invading or prejudicing 
that Nation, which he ſhall firſt draw in- 
to the peaceable Spirit: Or if he ſee not 
god to do that, he can defend thoſe that 

Have followed him out of the earthly 
Spirit, Wiſdom, and Strength, by Ways 


that Man knows not of; nor may it be fit 


for him to know, till the Lord bring it 
forth: uel of old was not to know the 


Deliverance before-hand, but to / truſt the 


Lord. Under the Goſpel the Lord giveth 
more Faith than to Muel of old under the 


Law, and therefore may juſtly require great- 


er Confidence in greater Straits. Awaken 

O Earth, behold the 1/-ae/ of the Lord, 
whom he hath begotten and brought forth 
in the Earth, after the long dark Night of 
| Apoſtacy, and ye ſball ſee what Hearts the 
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* Lord bat given b to . Mt in at . "=_ 
the Straits and Tryals wherewith he plea- 
ſeth to exerciſe them, and what the Lord 
will do for them when they are brou ght 
to the Brink of the Pit, and when it ſeem- 
eth impoſſible for them to eſcape utter Ru- 
in and Deſtruction. The Eye which the 
Lord hath given them, ech the Lord and 
his Strength; and the Heart which he hath 
created anew in them, naturally feareth 
the everlaſting Power, which reacheth both 
to the Body and Soul for ever: But as for 
whole Multitudes of Nations, they ate but 
as the Drop of 4 Bucket, and (in their 
greateſt ea I and Strength) but as V a- 
Nt ty, „as the Jmall Duſt of the Ballance, as 


not hi ng _— hi _— n EP than * to 
bim,* 


| Conſider this 0 ye gent Men, 0 ye 
| wiſe Men, and deep Politicians} all ye 
have done or can ever do, in Relation to 
. overturning any Thing that God hath pur- 
poſed, what are ye therein? Or what will 
your Work come to? It is juſt like the 
ſmall Duſt of the Ballance, it hinders not at 
all the Weight of his Power on the other 
Hand, but he will carr y on vo Work, | 
D " bring 
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all your Councils, Wiſdom, Strength, Hopes, 


Reſolutions, and preſent or future Advan- 


tages againſt him and his Work, ſhall hin- 
der him no more than the ſmall Duſt in 
the Scale of a Ballance, which the Wind 


blows away, and it is not. Be wiſe there- 


fore O ye Sons of Men, fear before your 
Maxx, wait in his Fear for his Counſel, 
that ye may not be ſuffered by him to un- 
dertake any Thing againſt him, leſt before 
ye are aware ye fall before him. O let 
_ every one in Fear remember that Paſſage, 
* Lo, this is the Man that made not God 
his Strength, but truſted in the Abundance, 
&c. Forgetting the Lord in the Day of 


Proſperity, cauſeth much Increaſe of the 


Anguiſh and Sorrow of Heart in the Day. 
of Adverſity. O ye that are in prefent 
Power, conſider how unwilling ye would 
be to have the Lord turn his Hand upon 
you, and bring you under again. O pro- 


voke him not, for he is able to do it, as 


he was to overturn thoſe which went be- 
fore. It were far better for you, now to 
fear the Lord and prevent it, than to be- 
Wh? wall 

* Pſal, lite 7. 


* 


and 


Wann welt before you did. 


on 


b 7 


"There's Defirs in all Men (in whom 


the Principle of God. js not wholly ſlain) 
after Righteouſneſs, which Defire will be 


more and more kindled by God in Nati- 


ons, before Righteouſneſs and Peace meet 


of this Deſire in this Nation, and ſuch is 
the State thereof, that nothing can ſatisfy 


the Heart of it but Righteouſneſs ; this it 


longeth after at the Bottom. This the 
Governors which were before might have, 


and the Governors that now are (by aſking 


Counfet of the of God in them- 
ſelves, and keeping cloſe thereto) may 


| — and Pate: „ 
» Federn 0 reject — * 
he Loveind Counſel of the Mok #4 N 
{which would now preſerve oy a thoſe 


together and be eſtabliſhed in them. Now 
ſuch and fo great hath been the Kindling 


anſwer the Nation in. But if the bens 7 


ſultations be not with the Lord, in the 
Principle of Life which came from him, 
but with the Wiſdom and Policy which 


is of the Earth, and from beneath, and 
not from above, that will incline to Self 


and 
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